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Lens Flare
Ballad of o lagy Bastowd

Well, what can | give but my most sincere apology for the Iateness of this issue.
I'd redlly like fo say | had a good reason for if, there are many | could give, the
most significant of which was that | “accidentally” wiote myself info this issue be-
cause | didn't have any reference pictures for a new character (, a dangerous
exercise for any depressed egocentric) and ended up opening a whole can of
worms about......But none of my excuses will really hold water with my slowly in-
creasing and loyal readership (you know who you are),

The only event that | consciously put MLB on hold for between last issue and this
is a short film that I'm appearing in somtime in March on channel 4. God knows
how | landed If, maybe | was a natural to play a religious fanatic with big hair
(you heard right), but I'm putting it down to ‘the right place at the right tirme’ and
leaving it at that, more news about dir dates when it happens.

The rest of my melancholic life over the last few months can be summed up into
three distinct categories; 'missed opportunities’, ‘dealing with stress’ and ‘death
threats to be taken seriously’,....but enough. If you're still reading this, or if you just
fake pleasure in the suffering of others, then | wish you all the best in 1999, and
promise the next issue won't fake as long as this one.
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RECENT PLOT PROCEEDINGS...

A STRANGE AND SILENT FIGURE HAS BEEN FOUND AT THE HOUSE OF A
RECENTLY DECEASED EXPERIMENTAL PAINTER (, MAXIM LUDWIG). HAVING
BEEN TAKEN IN BY THE POLICE AND SUBSEQUENTLY CLEARED OF ANY
CHARGES, THE FIGURE RAISES THE ATTENTION OF PSYCHOLOGIST DR.
‘STAN" KRISTOFF.

UNAWARE TO THE DOCTOR, OR THE INVESTIGATING DETECTIVE, BARRY
RYDER, THE FIGURE (NAMED BY THE POLICE AS A 'JON DOE") IS A
“GESTALT MACHINE", A COLLECTION OF ASPECTS AND IDEAS CREATED BY
BEINGS SIMILAR TO ITSELF, EXISTING IN A 1 DIMENSIONAL PLANE.

IN AN ATTEMPT TO DISCOVER MORE, KRISTOFF HAS GIVEN ‘JON DOE’
SHELTER IN HAS PRIVATE CLINIC...

MNEXT ISSUE: AN EXPOSITION TO FAR AWAY LANDS.
A PROLOGUE TO MLB BooK Il SEE'S PROFESSOR MUTHESIUS TRYING HIS
BEST TO GIVE AN ACCOUNT ©F HIS INVESTIGATIVE RESEARCH, AND ACTIONS

TO BE TAKEN REGARDING HIS DISCOVERY OF MLB. MEANWHILE, DETECTIVE
RYDER GOES DOWN THE ROAD TO THE CAFE FOR A CUP OF TEA AND A STICKY
BUN.

MAGIC LAMP B
LIES T ALL Hi:

SHT TO YOU ON AN INFRECUENT BASIS BY &({FZE&V\.‘-'ON..\-“ER OLD HS FAMLY HE WAS GETTING CO
ENDS ON A REGULAR ALL FICTIONAL GHT 199/9 JOHN COOPER © NO REPRODU
FOR REVIEW PURPOSES,  PUBLIS “OOFER ~god help him

SELLING AND
ONS EXCEPT




AH, ROSE,
THERE YOU ARE.

= \_FOR ME? e, i
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KRISTOFF, | HEAR
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YES, YES INDEED.
COME, FOLLOW ME,

LY | HAVEN'T YET FINISHED
{ COUSELLING DANIEL. HE'S W

TAKING UP ALL MY TIME....
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.1 HONESTLY
DON'T KNOW IF
| COULD DO SOMEONE
ELSE AS WELL...
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I’ !'LL TAKE OVER

THE TREATMENT OF
» DANIEL EMERSON, /

I THINK YOU'LL NEED You IN ON
AGREE WHEN YOU THIS

SEE THE PATIENT, bl =|

HE'S SOMETHING...
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Hi, '™ DR.KELLER, y
GLAD TO MEET You.
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“S0, WHAT DO YOU WANT !
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.. JUST SPEND SOME
TIME WITH HIM, SHOW
HIM AROUND, ANSWER
HIS QUESTIONS..."
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“_AND FIND 00T
WHAT YOU CAN ABOUT
HIM»
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YES, HERE.
IT'S...ABOUT 3 PEOPLE,

AND THEY ALL LOOK LIKE ME,
AND ....THEY'RE ...EA...IN A BIG ROOM

SHAPED LIKE A.....LIKE A DOME,
BUT THERE'S NO.....CHAIRS
N IT.....
=—=7 50 |...] MEAN NN
——{ THESE 6UYS CANT

SIT AND REST.




THEN ONE OF THEM
COMES UP WITH AN IDEA...

“AN UNSUPPORTED CIRCLE",
WHERE THEY ALL STAND
TIGHT TOGETHER, AND
SIT SIMULTANIOUSLY
USING €ACH OTHER
A5 SUPPORT.

THEY SIT FOR A WHILE §
AND ARE ....... CONTENT
10 JUST, JUST “BE",
BUT FINALLY ONE or‘ :
THEM HAS HAD ENOUGH, V7
AND WANTS TO GET
UP, NEEDS SOME SPACE.

BUT THE OTHERS
DON'T WANT THIS,
BECAUSE |F ONE

STANDS THE OTHERS
..THE OTHERS... :

WHAT HAPPENS
TO THE OTHERS,
DANIEL P

.| WANT TO STAND,
DocToR | REALLY DO,
BOUT, THEYRE ALL
ME, .... AND....

ALRIGHT DANIEL,
THAT'S ENOUGH FOR
TODAY. -










THE IDEA IS TO

DRINK IT, NOT
SPILL IT ON
YOURSELF!




COME
QUICKLY!

DANIEL HAS
BROKEN INTO THE

OBSERVATORY, |
FEAR FOR

2ol 5




f | DON'T WANT TO

APPROACH HIM ONTIL.
THE FIRE BRIGADE GET
HERE, HE'S BEEN SEEN

FROM OUTSIDE. ON
THE DOME.

| WANT YOU TO
KEEP THE AREA, AND
THE OTHER STAFF AND
PATIENTS CALM... ESPECIALLY
QUR NEW
ARRIVAL

w{[TDON'T WANT TO EXPOSE ANVAN
HIM 10 THIS...
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WANT TO STAND
DOCTOR, 1 R
DO....
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-".\-“Wha‘t | give form to in daylight 1s only on
I percent of what | have seen in darkness ™
M.C. ESCHER.
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